Appl. No. 10/098,512 


REMARKS 


Applicant notes with appreciation the examiner's indication that claim 24 
is allowed and that claim 1 3 can be placed on condition for allowance by rewriting 
it in independent form so that it includes ail of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

In view of the above, applicant has amended the claims so that claim 24 
is now the main claim in the application and all of the dependent claims now 
ultimately depend from claim 24. 

Claims 22 and 23 have been cancelled. 

New claim 25 is an independent claim which includes all of the limitations 
of claim 13, including the limitations of claim 11 from which claim 13 originally 
depended. 

In view of the examiner's indication of allowable subject matter with respect 
to claims 13 and 24 and further in view of the present amendment to the claims, 
applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and allowance of all the claims 
which are currently pending in the application. 



Respectfully submitted, 


Date: March 22, 2004 


BACON & THOMAS 
625 Slaters Lane, Fourth Floor 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Phone: (703)683-0500 
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